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Frederick P. Wells

Subject: FW: KJ Annexation Data Collection

From: Ann Cutignola  
Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2014 1:02 PM 
To: gskjkj@gmail.com
Cc: fwells@timmillerassociates.com
Subject: KJ Annexation Data Collection 
�
Dear Mr. Gedalye Szegedin 

As you are aware, Tim Miller Associates is preparing the environmental documentation for the pending 
annexation of properties into the Village of Kiryas Joel.  

I need to discuss how community services will be provided to the newly annexed properties so I need some 
information on the existing services provided to Village Residents including police protection, fire prevention, 
EMS, Hospital and medical services, public works and schools.  

Would you please forward this request to the appropriate persons or provide contact information for me to 
contact them?   
I will also need a copy of the Village Budget. 

For the Police Services please provide;  

� the number of police calls per year 
� The number of police officers 
� service ratio (police officers to population served) 
� the typical response time to a site in the Village 
� the location of police station(s)  
� your current equipment levels (number and type of vehicles) 
� any anticipated department staff or facility expansion or equipment procurement plans 
� Contact information and an introduction to the Chief of Police 

For Fire prevention please provide;  

� the number of emergency calls per year 
� your current manpower and equipment levels (number and type of vehicles) 
� the typical response time to a site in the Village 
� any anticipated department staff or facility expansion or equipment   procurement plans 
� any overlap in jurisdiction, or backup service provided by neighboring communities 
� Contact information and an introduction to the Fire Chief  

For EMS please provide; 

� your current manpower and equipment levels (number and type of vehicles) 
� Volunteer or Paid status 
� the number of emergency calls per year 
� the typical response time to a site in the Village 
� The nearest hospital 
� any overlap in jurisdiction, or backup service provided by neighboring communities 
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For the Department of Public Works please provide; 

� the number of road miles that the Village maintains; 
� the number or percent of private roads 
� the allocation for Highway maintenance in the Village Budget 
� Contact information and an introduction to the Highway Supervisor 

For the Kiryas Joel Private Schools please provide;  

� an introduction to the Executive Director of the United Talmudical Academy 
� the total number of schools and grade range 
� the total number of students and gender by school 
� Do the private schools follow the public school format – K thru 12?  If not Until what age 

or grade? 
� How is the private school funded? 
� What services does the public Kiryas Joel School District provide to private school 

students?
� What is the financial agreement between the public school and private school? 
� Do other Hasidic Students that do not live within the Village attend the private schools? Do

they pay the same tuition? 
� Is there any school bussing required or provided? 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Ann�

Ann Cutignola, AICP
Senior Planner

Tim Miller Associates, Inc. 
Planning · Landscape Design · Traffic · Wetlands & Ecology
Hydrogeology · Economics · Project Management · Permitting 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
10 North Street, Cold Spring, N.Y.  10516 
845.265.4400 voice   845.265.4418 fax  
url: www.timmillerassociates.com
email: acutignola@timmillerassociates.com 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The information transmitted in this e-mail is intended solely for the person 
or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or 
privileged material.  Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use 
of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other 
than the intended recipient is prohibited and may be unlawful.  If you received 
this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer.

�
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To!Whom!It!May!Concern;!

Kiryas!Joel!Volunteer!EMS!is!the!sole!provider!of!Emergency!Medical!Services!to!the!community!
within!the!Village!of!Kiryas!Joel,!which!is!our!primary!jurisdiction.!!

Our! organization! consists! of! six! ambulances,! seventy! basic! volunteer! responders! and! twenty!
paid! on! call! paramedics.! Our! volunteers! are! on! duty! twentyLfour! hours! a! day.!We! have! one!
paramedic!on!duty!at! all! times!and! in!addition!we!have! five!paramedics! that!are!available!on!
very!short!notice!and!during!critical!or!mass!casualty!incidents.!!

Our!dispatch!center!is!open!twentyLfour!hours!per!day!and!staffed!by!one!of!our!volunteers!or!
volunteer! dispatchers.! Kiryas! Joel! EMS! responds! to! approximately! 4500! emergencies! yearly,!
including!motor! vehicle! accidents,! acute! illness! and! injuries.! Our! typical! response! time! is! less!
than!two!minutes!for!our!basic!responders!and!three!minutes!for!our!paramedics.!!

We!have!a!mutual!aid!agreement!with!our!surrounding!communities.!We!respond!to!a!request!
of!mutual!aid!to!our!neighbors!on!a!weekly!basis.!However!we!only!request!for!mutual!aid!on!
rare!occasions!or!during!mass!casualty!incidents.!!

The! closest! hospital! to! our! Village! is! Orange! Regional! Medical! Center.! We! have! a! great!
relationship!with!the!hospital!staff.! !Many!of!our!patients!are!transported!there.!We!also!work!
closely!with!St!Anthony’s!Medical!Center!in!Warwick!NY,!Good!Samaritan!Hospital!in!Suffern!NY!
and!Westchester!Medical!Center!in!Valhalla!NY.!!!

Feel!free!to!contact!me!with!any!questions!that!may!arise.!

!

Sincerely,!

!

Israel!Knobloch,!Administrator!
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Frederick P. Wells

Subject: FW: KJ Annexation Data Collection - Fire Dep

From: Gedalye Szegedin  
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 5:33 PM 
To: Tim Miller; Fred Wells 
Subject: KJ Annexation Data Collection - Fire Dep 
�

For Fire prevention please provide;  

� the number of emergency calls per year  -   Year 2013 --1,300
� your current manpower 6 Paid Firefighters and 58 Volunteers

Equipment levels (number and type of vehicles) - 3 engines (pumpers), 1 ladder truck, 1 
rescue truck, 1 mini pumper all fully Equipped

� the typical response time to a site in the Village – First Responders 90 seconds -
Equipment 4-7 Minutes

� any anticipated department staff or facility expansion or equipment  procurement plans  -
New Ladder Truck - Fire House Substation  

� any overlap in jurisdiction, or backup service provided by neighboring communities -
Orange County Mutual Aid Membership

� Contact information and an introduction to the Fire Chief – Joshua Blumenthal  (845) 629-
5217

�
�
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Frederick P. Wells

Subject: FW: KJ Annexation Data Collection - schools

From: Gedalye Szegedin  
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2014 3:26 PM 
To: tim@timmillerassociates.com; Fred Wells 
Subject: KJ Annexation Data Collection - schools 
�
For the Kiryas Joel Private Schools please provide; 

� an introduction to the Executive Director of the United Talmudical Academy
�
There�are�3�private�religious�schools�which�serve�students�residing�in�the�Village�of�Kiryas�Joel:

1) United�Talmudical�Academy�(UTA)�845�783�5800
2) V’Yoel�Moshe�(also�known�as�Sheri�Torah)�845�492�3323
3) Bnei�Yoel�845�782�7240�

�
� the total number of schools and grade range

�
Each� one� of� the� 3� non� public� schools� operates� programs� for� children� beginning� at� the� age� of� 3� (nursery),� age� 4
(kindergarten),�age�5�(pre�1A)�age�6�(first��grade)�and�continuing�through�12th�grade.
�

� the total number of students and gender by school
�
The�latest�enrollment�data�that�we�have�is�for�2012.�We�are�updating�our�records�and�will�forward�it�when�it’s�received.
The�2012�data�totals�are:

1) UTA�boys��2927
2) UTA�girls�(also�known�as�the�Bais�Rochel�School)�3025
3) Sheri�Torah�boys��1241
4) Sheri�Torah�girls��1044
5) Bnei�Yoel�boys��854
6) Bnei�Yoel�girls��775

�
� Do the private schools follow the public school format – K thru 12?  If not Until what age 

or grade?
�
Yes,�each�of�these�schools�operate�with�grades�similar�to�the�Public�School� format,�but�they�may�also� include�a�grade
called�“Pre�1A”�which�is�usually�placed�between�K�and�1st�grade.
�

� How is the private school funded?
�
Each� private� school� is� funded� mainly� through� tuition� payments� and� private� donations.� The� school� may� also� be� the
recipient�of�funds�from�the�NY�State�Education�Department�for�mandated�services�(such�as�attendance�and�testing)�and
grants�for�food�programs.�
�

� What services does the public Kiryas Joel School District provide to private school
students?

�
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The� Kiryas� Joel� Union� Free� School� District� is� responsible� to� provide� private� school� students� with� transportation,
textbooks,� remedial� services� (such�as�our�Title�1� reading�program)�and�special�education�related�services� (therapy,�as
required).�All�of�these�services�are�provided�consistent�with�NY�State�law�and�program�regulations.
�

� What is the financial agreement between the public school and private school?
�
Of�the�3�private�schools�serving�Kiryas�Joel�residents,�only�UTA�has� its�non�public�schools� located�within�the�Village�of
Kiryas�Joel.�As�such,�the�School�District�and�UTA�have�a�number�of�contracts�and�leases�for�space�that�relate�to�the�above
noted�programs.�Bnei�Yoel�and�Sheri�Torah�have�campuses�located�in�the�Monroe�Woodbury�Central�School�District.�
�

� Do other Hasidic Students that do not live within the Village attend the private schools? Do
they pay the same tuition?

�
All�students�that�meet�the�criteria�for�enrollment�in�the�non�public�schools�are�admitted,�regardless�of�the�location�of
their� home.� Tuition� rates� are� set� for� each� private� school� by� their� Board� and� administration,� taking� into� account� the
number�of�children�each�family�has�in�the�school�and�their�financial�ability�to�pay.�I�do�not�believe�that�non�residents�are
charged�a�different�tuition�rate.�
�

� Is there any school bussing required or provided?
�
School�busing�is�provided�by�the�KJ�School�District,�as�mandated�by�NY�State�law,�to�UTA�students�beginning�at�the�age�of
5,�until�they�complete�high�school.�Parents�of�students�attending�the�other�2�schools�have�not�thus�far�requested�busing
from� our� school� district.�We� provide� busing� for� a�maximum� of� 188� days,� from� September� 1st� through� June� 30th.� All�
students,�regardless�of�how�close�they�reside�to�their�school,�are�given�bus�service�(�called�“universal�busing”).�Currently,
our�busing�is�performed�by�a�contract�vendor,�Focus�in�Chinuch,�Inc.�
�
�
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Frederick P. Wells

Subject: FW: Public Safety

From: Gedalye Szegedin  
Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2014 4:58 PM 
To: tim@timmillerassociates.com; Fred Wells 
Subject: FW: Public Safety 
�
From: Uri Schuster  
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 1:44 PM 
To: gskjkj@gmail.com
Subject: Public Saftey 
�
Response in red
For the Police Services please provide;  

� the number of police calls per year Approximately 3500 calls a year

� The number of police officers   45 public safety officers
� service ratio (police officers to population served) 
� the typical response time to a site in the Village  Priorities 3.5 min  Non priority 8 min 
� the location of police station(s)  170 Schunnemunk Rd 
� your current equipment levels (number and type of vehicles)         

13 vehicles  
1 command center 
1 ESU truck 
5 generator light towers 
500 Metal barricades 
3 Security booths 
Surveillance System

� any anticipated department staff or facility expansion or equipment procurement plans 
as the community grows we anticipate the an expansion to meet the required needs 

� Contact information and an introduction to the Chief of Police   Moses Witriol 845-783-
3498

Uri Schuster 
Financial�Support�Services�
16�Meadowbrook�Lane�
Monsey�NY�10952�
(845)659�8436�
financialss@live.com�
�
This�email,�including�attachments,�may�include�confidential�and/or��
proprietary�information.�If�the�reader�of�this�email�is�not�the��
intended�recipient�or�his�or�her�authorized�agent,�the�reader�is��
hereby�notified�that�any�dissemination,�distribution,�or�copying��
of�this�email�is�prohibited.�If�you�have�received�this�email�in��
error,�please�notify�the�sender�by�replying�to�this�message�and��
deleting�this�email�immediately.�
�



M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  Town Board  DATE:  February 24, 2014 

FROM: Peter J. Martin, Ph.D. Comptroller 

Subject: Answers to Questions Raised at the 2-10-14 TB Meeting  

KJ Contract Payment
I am happy to report that as of February 14th all funds due to the Town from the Village 
of Kiryas Joel have been deposited.  The first payment for 2014 will be due in August in 
the amount of $60,000. 

TownWide Tax Collection
The town wide tax is paid by residents of the villages and the town outside the villages.
In 2014 the town wide tax of $3,278,557was paid as follows: 

Town Outside the Villages $1,476,544 Percent of Levy 40.2% 
Village of Monroe  $1,166,418 Percent of Levy 31.7% 
Village of Kiryas Joel     $854,570 Percent of Levy 23.3% 
Village of Harriman     $177,282 Percent of Levy   4.8% 

The town wide tax rate is levied on the taxable assessed value of all parcels within the 
Town of Monroe.  Hence, the parcels subject to the requested annexation into the Village 
of Kiryas Joel that currently pay the town wide tax as parcels in the town outside the 
villages would continue to pay this same tax as parcels within the Village of Kiryas Joel.   

The subject of tax collection always begs the question about wholly tax exempt parcels.  
The following is a breakdown of the percentage of wholly tax exempt parcels: 

Town Outside the Villages 3.2% 
Village of Monroe  3.0% 
Village of Kiryas Joel  2.5% 
Village of Harriman  3.2% 

Department of Social Services
Legislator Mike Angnostakis discussed the distribution by municipality of social services 
that are provided by or supervised by Orange County.  The 2012 Annual Report posted 
on the Orange County website does not provide the breakdown of services by 
municipality to which Legislator Angnostakis referred.  I have requested that a report be 
provided by DSS indicating the distribution of services provided by municipality.   



Mayor Welle’s Concern About Refuse District Charges

I have reviewed expenses that have been charged to the refuse district.  I will offer the 
town board a budgetary amendment to reverse the charges in question and move them to 
an appropriate account before closing the books for 2013. 
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My View: There's data, there's context and there's bigotry
By Joel Petlin
March 09, 2014 - 2:00 AM

In the world of education, data is constantly gathered and utilized. Everything from
student grades and attendance to staff evaluations and budget projections requires the
review of data. Often, however, the data must be put into context or it may be
misunderstood. For example, if I told you that a 15-year-old student scored a 48 on a
standardized math exam, you would assume that student failed. However, if I further
informed you that this student is multiply handicapped and is working at a second-grade
level, that should change your perception about the student.

Context matters and raw data is often misleading and can be misapplied. This is
frequently done by those with an agenda in order to add weight to their argument. It can
even be a cover for one's true agenda, hidden behind a seemingly solid statistical
analysis.

Such was the case of a recent Town of Monroe Board meeting Feb. 10, where County
Legislator Mike Anagnostakis passionately spoke during the public comment period.
Though he actually represents the residents of the Towns of Newburgh and
Montgomery, he claimed to be speaking for all of Orange County. He displayed a copy of
the Orange County budget and then claimed to have data showing that residents of the
Village of Kiryas Joel are receiving more social service funds then a number of other
municipalities combined. To thunderous applause from over 200 residents present for
the meeting, he raised the specter that everyone's children and grandchildren would
have to pay for even higher social service costs if land is annexed into the Village of
Kiryas Joel. There is only one problem with his analysis — it's completely mistaken,
lacking other relevant data and proper context.

The first flaw in his argument is the recognition that in order to compare the outlay of
expenses for residents by municipality, you need to take into account the entire expense
budget, not just from a line or two for a single government agency. He focused on the
Department of Social Services and excluded, I believe purposefully, the expenses
incurred by other Orange County programs. For example, the majority of any
government budget is for the salaries and benefits of its employees. Of the more than
2,000 workers employed by Orange County, not a single one is a resident of the Village
of Kiryas Joel. Similarly, more than $5 million of tax dollars will be spent this year to
support the county's Valley View Nursing Home. The number of Kiryas Joel residents at
Valley View — zero.

The same analysis applies to county costs for other important programs and services.

The criminal court system, the Family Court system, the county jail, substance abuse
programs, gang violence programs, at-risk youth, homeless shelters and myriad other



programs and services are used by other residents throughout Orange County — with
practically no costs on behalf of the residents of Kiryas Joel.

When it comes to education, more than 99 percent of Kiryas Joel's 10,000 children
attend private religious school, paid for by tuition and donations and at no cost to the
county taxpayers. In contrast, each year New York state sends more than $43 million to
the Monroe Woodbury School District to educate their 7,200 students, at a cost of more
than $6,000 per student. For the 10,000 students educated in Kiryas Joel, the state is
saving more than $60 million in educational aid. Even more is saved when you calculate
the support from the state and the county for subsidizing the tuition at SUNY Orange,
where not a single Kiryas Joel resident attends.

Another obvious piece missing from the legislator's presentation is the revenue side of
the budget. He neglected to inform the public how much comes in to the county coffers
each year from Kiryas Joel residents through property taxes, mortgage tax, recording
fees and sales tax. He neglected to mention all the jobs that are created in the
construction trades for building in Kiryas Joel — almost all of which is performed by
Orange County residents living outside of Kiryas Joel.

The most troubling part of the legislator's diatribe was when he attempted to defend the
county paying for social services elsewhere in Orange County — to the exclusion of
Kiryas Joel. He said "Anyone that is poor, deserves help, deserves to get that help.
There's no question about that. The question is, is there money going to areas where it
doesn't deserve to go, because there isn't a real poor need there."

This bigoted and ignorant comment received the loudest applause of the night. He
seemingly suggests that poor residents of other municipalities deserve public assistance,
but the poor of Kiryas Joel do not. He therefore implies that only communities where
wealthy families reside should be eligible for annexation. This proposition is both morally
repugnant and constitutionally flawed. The annexation petitioners from Monroe and the
residents of Kiryas Joel deserve no less equal protection under the law than the
residents of Newburgh and Montgomery.

The environmental review process under SEQRA was designed to allow for a complete
analysis of environmental impacts. To hijack this process or use it as an opportunity for
political grandstanding is wrong and should be rejected. I urge the residents of Monroe
and the rest of Orange County to wait for the release of all the data and not let bias and
bigotry overtake the process.

-- Joel Petlin is the school superintendent for the Kiryas Joel School District and has
been an administrator in the district for more than 20 years.
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An open letter to parents in the
Monroe-Woodbury School District
PUBLISHED MAR 21, 2014 AT 12:12 PM (UPDATED MAR 21, 2014)

I respect public education, hav ing attended public schools for most of my  educational life, as well as in my

professional career, working for a public school district for over 20 y ears. I understand that good schools not

only  create good citizens, but also define entire communities. Ask any  realtor: Y our most expensive

investment (y our home) is valued by  the quality  of y our children's public school.

More than just English and math courses, public education should prov ide all the tools needed for students to

be prepared for college and career. Well rounded public school students need exposure to music, art, drama,

sports, debate, advanced sciences and technology , in order to have a solid foundation for their future.

All of these exist in the programs of the Monroe-Woodbury  School District. In fact, more than just hav ing

these programs, M-W students have excelled in them, winning state championships and national prizes in

numerous sports and academic competitions. For all of these achievements, y ou have much to be proud of.

It is therefore quite disconcerting to see such a shift in focus, and downright fear and anger by  the M-W

family , over the proposed annexation of land into the Village of Kiry as Joel. Don’t misunderstand me: I

completely  understand many  of the concerns of neighbors regarding the environmental impacts of

annexation.

What I do not understand, however, despite a careful rev iew of letters, legal opinions, y ou-tube clips and

published interv iews, is how the annexation, if approved, will have a catastrophic impact on M-W schools.

Point 1 : Nothing has to change 

The petitioners for annexation live in the M-W School District boundaries, and even if their municipal

boundaries are amended, this land is still in M-W’s jurisdiction.

School districts boundaries rarely  follow along municipal borders, and there are many  other parts of towns

and v illages currently  in the M-W District.

One of the concerns was “how will we be able to manage an influx  of population in this area?”

The simple answer is: The same way  that it’s being managed now.

Over 150 Hasidic families live in this area today . As reported in this newspaper, 10 children from among these

families are classified for special education.

The other Hasidic children from this area receive transportation and textbooks, and none attend the M-W
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public schools. The combined annual cost of all of these serv ices is less than the estimated $1  million in M-W

property  tax  generated by  these families.

If the dreaded influx  of additional families would occur, what would change this simple equation? Even if

there were to be more special needs students, and more children in need of books and buses, the taxes on

additional homes would offset the cost of the serv ices.

I wonder if the M-W Annexation Committee considered the revenue offset of additional taxpay ers?

Point 2: The Board of Education has the option to solve this “crisis.”

N.Y . State Education Law sets out the method by  which school districts may  alter their boundaries. At any

time, even today , the M-W Board could decide that it no longer wants to be responsible for prov iding

educational serv ices to this area, and could petition that the boundaries be altered.

If the Kiry as Joel School District Board of Education would concur, then M-W would not have any  further

tuition costs for these special needs students, nor transportation and textbook costs for the areas non-public

school students.

There are those that argue that M-W could not sustain a $1  million tax  revenue loss from the loss of this land,

causing all the remaining M-W taxpay ers to pay  more in their taxes. Or worse, this could mean a loss of

programs like participation in the successful “Ody ssey  of the Mind” competition.

Once again this calculation ignores the “expense side” of the equation. The removal of expenses for those

liv ing in this area would have the net effect of balancing the budget - a loss of revenue (taxes) is matched by  a

loss of expense (educational serv ices).

The most significant change if the M-W Board votes to alter its boundaries, would be the fact that these

Hasidic families would no longer be eligible to vote in M-W elections, nor serve on the MW Board of

Education. This would end the debate over whether M-W will become a district like East Ramapo in Rockland

County , where their Board of Education is controlled by  members of the Hasidic community .

Point 3: Though many  felt that M-W was the best entity  to direct the environmental rev iew, thedistrict should

not be entangled in this process.

While both M-W and KJ school districts are interested in the outcome of the annexation petition, neither

should be controlling the process. The letter from the DEC rejecting M-W’s request for “lead agency  status”

should be v iewed by  the district as a blessing. No school district has any  SEQRA experience bey ond what they

may  do for their own facilities, and certainly  not for a municipal annexation.

The cost of engineers, planners and attorney s to prepare an environmental impact statement would easily

have cost M-W taxpay ers more than $300,000. In this economic climate, with tax  caps and gap elimination

adjustments that reduce state aid to schools, it is irresponsible to incur these costs.

Of course, both districts should participate in the environmental rev iew, with whoever is eventually

designated as the lead agency . Both our districts could prov ide valuable information on our programs and
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serv ices.

But I do not believe that any  school district should be involved in determining who should live in their

district, how land should be zoned or municipal boundaries drawn. It is our obligation to best serve the

students that cross through our doors, no matter their race, religion or economic status.

By  way  of example, I do not believe that the M-W Board took any  interest in the large scale development

being constructed at Woodbury  Junction, though clearly  that project will generate a far greater impact to

classrooms in M-W Schools.

Beginning in 1989, the M-W Board of Education determined that it was in their best interest to support the

creation of the Kiry as Joel School District. We are indebted to them, particularly  to the late Roberta Murphy ,

Orange County  legislator and M-W Board president. She had the v ision to understand that both districts would

be stronger if allowed to prov ide the serv ices necessary  for their own communities.

Over the last 25 y ears, our administrators have worked closely  with their M-W counterparts- business

officials, transportation superv isors, special education directors and of course, superintendents- sharing

ideas, programs and cross-contracts for serv ices. There is no need to alter this spirit of cooperation.

I urge the M-W Board, officials and parents to refrain from v iewing this moment as an attack on the MW

schools. I have every  reason to believe that the students of Monroe-Woodbury  will continue to excel in

scholastic achievements and athletic competition for decades to come.

Respectfully ,

Joel Petlin, superintendent

Kiry as Joel School District
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Monroe Officials: Kiryas Joel Annexation Would Have Minimal Effect On Town, School
District Property Tax Rates
(Thursday, April 3rd, 2014)

The proposed annexation of 507 acres from the Town of Monroe into
the Village of Kiryas Joel will have little to no effect on property tax
rates for town and Monroe-Woodbury School District landowners,
according to a preliminary analysis by Monroe Town Comptroller Peter
Martin.

Martin explained his findings to about 30 people during a public discussion Wednesday
evening scheduled by Monroe Town Supervisor Harley Doles to provide “politics-free
answers” to questions about the “true cost of annexation.”

Outside the meeting, more than 100 people assembled in the Monroe Senior Citizens’ Center
parking lot for an “anti-meeting” organized by United Monroe, which opposes the annexation.

“Quite simply, we knew that we would not be hearing the truth inside that meeting and we
knew the reason why the meeting was called in the first place was to spew more propaganda
to attempt to confuse the public and present misinformation,” United Monroe’s Emily Convers
said.

Convers told residents at the “anti-meeting” that United Monroe has hired Zarin & Steinmetz
of White Plains to represent the ad hoc citizens group legally. She said the law firm will send
a letter on Friday to the state’s Department of Conservation stating the Village of Kiryas Joel
is not qualified to serve as the lead agency in the mandated State Environmental Quality
Review (SEQR) of the proposed annexation.

The Town of Monroe and the Village of Kiryas Joel are both vying for sole lead agency status
in orchestrating the SEQR. The DEC, which has already rejected the Monroe-Woodbury
Central School District’s request to be lead agency, is expected to decide this month whether
the town or the village will lead the analysis.

On December 27, Kiryas Joel notified Monroe that it had received an annexation petition from
141 owners of 177 parcels spanning 507 acres seeking to join the village. According to
Monroe’s town assessor’s office, the 177 parcels have a composite taxable value of over $8.3
million, almost 4 percent of the town’s total assessed property valuation. Most of the land is
unoccupied and west of Kiryas Joel in an area now zoned by the town for minimum three-
acre residential lots.

With at least 22,000 people now living within the 700-acre plus village, many fear an
additional 500 acres at existing multi-family residential zoning within Kiryas Joel could add
another 15,000 residents, creating a two-square-mile city of 40,000 residents in an otherwise
suburban area. Even before the proposed annexation surfaced, the Orange County Planning
Department projected the village’s population would double by 2025. This annexation,
opponents say, would dramatically accelerate and exceed that population forecast.

Martin, a former town councilman who now serves as town comptroller, said if the 177
parcels are annexed into the village, a portion of taxes these landowners now pay to the
town will go to the village but, otherwise, they will still pay town taxes for town-wide
services. He said the town would lose $12,848 in annual property tax revenues and $11,579
in yearly highway tax revenues for a combined total under $25,000.

Since the town collected about $3.5 million in property tax revenues in 2013, the loss of
$25,000 is negligible, Martin said. “The proposed annexation will not affect the tax rate and,
therefore, taxpayers will see no effect in their property taxes,” he said.
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Martrr in said the annexation could benefit town financially. For instance, he said, roads in the
annexed area will become Kiryrr as Joel’s responsibility, reducing Monroe’s road budget while
generating revenue because the town has a contract with the village to provide plowing and
road maintenance servrr ices.

(Source: MidHudsonNews
(http://midhudsonnews.com/News/2014/April/03/KJKK _annex-03Apr14.html) )
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One Comment

1. KoKK lemes says:
April 3, 2014 at 10:07 am

probably should redistrict school district in conjunction with annexation just to ensure no impact
on school taxes, but it looks good foff r KJKK , just the haters always want something to complain about
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Orange County Begins Sewer Enhancement to Benefit Economic 

Development 
Delaware Engineering, D.P.C. will undertake study to expand treatment capacity from six to 

nine million gallons per day 

Goshen, NY – County Executive Steve Neuhaus today announced that plans are underway to enhance treatment 

capacity within Orange County in order to benefit economic development projects such as the much-delayed 

Camp La Guardia site. Consultant Delaware Engineering, D.P.C. has been selected to prepare a facility plan to 

study enlarging treatment capacity from six to nine million gallons per day. The full results of that plan will 

serve as an economic development blueprint for potentially developable sites around the county. Under an 

agreement signed by former County Executive Edward Diana, Mountco, the county legislature’s chosen 

developer of Camp La Guardia, does not have to obtain approvals for their project – which largely consists of 

housing – until two years after the county provides a written guarantee of sewer reasonably acceptable to the 

developer. 

The county legislature passed a resolution in May 2010 to expand the boundaries of Sewer District 1 to the 

Camp La Guardia property; in 2012 they appropriated $925,000 to fund preparation of a wastewater facility 

plan. The additional capacity is expected to benefit residential, commercial, and industrial growth. Sewer 

District 1 serves the following localities: Village of Harriman, Town of Harriman, Village of Monroe, Town of 

Monroe, Village of Kiryas Joel, Village of Chester, Town of Chester, Village of Woodbury, Town of 

Woodbury, Town of Blooming Grove, and Village of South Blooming Grove. Hurricane Irene and Tropical 

Storm Lee both strained resources at the Harriman facility, pushing the treatment plant to 95 percent of capacity 

at one point. 

Orange County must ensure adequate sewer service exists for Sewer District 1 while also considering capacity 

for economic development projects like Camp La Guardia, which lies outside the current district’s boundaries. 

A court ruled that the previously approved expansion of the sewer district boundary by the county legislature in 

2010 was improper as it was tied directly to the planning review being conducted in the towns of Blooming 

Grove and Chester for the Mountco project at Camp La Guardia. The court held that under state law, the county 

could not issue a “negative declaration” of environmental impact -- which it had done when attempting to 

expand the boundary of Sewer District 1 -- when a related project was already subject to a more substantive 

environmental review, known as a “Type 1” review. According to the terms of the contract announced with 

Delaware Engineering, the firm will take a comprehensive approach to increasing sewer where needed, 

including priority growth areas. Examples include not only Camp La Guardia but also the Route 17M corridor 

and the Newburgh-New Windsor area. Additional information on Orange County Sewer District 1 can be found 

here. 

http://www.orangecountygov.com/content/124/1308/1318/default.aspx


Action on Camp LaGuardia will not, however, have to wait until the plan is completed and implemented. 

Delaware Engineering will initially be directed to review priority locations as well as demands for service and 

capacity, resulting in written analysis of the current availability of sewer services and the mechanisms to give 

the necessary assurances that sewer can be provided to the Camp La Guardia property as well as other economic 

development hot spots as outlined above.   

“Orange County is growing, and that growth demands a modern sewer infrastructure to serve our residents and 

job creators. We have to take a broader look at ensuring that there is adequate sewer. This involves where sewer 

can be disposed of and ensuring the whole county can benefit,” said Neuhaus. “For example, Camp La Guardia’s 

redevelopment contract depends on adequate sewer capacity being available in order to transform the 258-acre 

property from community eyesore to completed project that is contributing to the local and county tax base. With 

today’s agreement, we move one step closer to ending the delays and recouping the taxpayer dollars spent by the 

previous administration to acquire Camp La Guardia.” 
  
John Brust, Principal of Delaware Engineering, expressed his firm’s commitment to this important project. 

“Orange County has demonstrated foresight in seeking to develop a Facility Plan for wastewater treatment that 

will address the Harriman Sewer Treatment Plant in Sewer District 1 as well as wastewater conveyance and 

treatment capacity to support the county’s designated Priority Growth Areas,” said Brust. “In preparing a 

wastewater Facility Plan for Orange County, the staff at Delaware Engineering will rely on our experience 

assisting Saratoga County with similar infrastructure challenges to accommodate the growth associated with the 

Global Foundries chip-fab plant as well as our expertise in the planning, permitting, design, construction and 

operation of many wastewater systems throughout New York State.” 
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